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Today’s Session

• Setting the scene

• What makes a good School Club Link?

• What are the benefits, opportunities and business returns?

• What are the barriers and frustrations?

• What can we do to help?



9 million
children go to 
school in Great Britain



£1.5bn
Government investment 
into School Sport since 2002



90%
of schools now participate in 
2hrs or more high quality PE 
and school sport per week



79%
of schools in 
England ‘offer’ tennis



40%
of schools in England 
have a link with a tennis club



School Sport Partnerships



What makes a 
good School 
Club Link?
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Benefits.
Opportunities.
Business Returns.



The benefits of developing School Club Links to CLUBS & COACHES 
are huge! Working in schools should be seen as ‘sales and marketing 

activity’ – it is a fantastic opportunity to promote your programme

Benefits, Opportunities & Business Returns

• More number of young people participating in the club

• More membership levels in the club

• More number of coaching opportunities / hours 

• More revenue for the club/coach

• More number of young volunteers, leaders and officials in the club

• More number of adult players/members 

• More accessibility to school facilities

• More accessibility to funding to further develop the club

• More profile and awareness within the local community

• More profile and awareness within the sports and tennis community



The benefits of developing School Club Links to SCHOOLS & SSPs are 
huge too! These benefits should be explained during initial contact with 

schools and re-enforced in the early stages of developing links

Benefits & Opportunities

• Increase opportunities for pupils

• Raise the schools profile in the community 

• Share facilities and equipment

• Expert coaches delivering in school to work with teachers

• Delivery of Out of School Hours Clubs

• Healthier and more physically active pupils

• Higher standards across the school

• Increase awareness of exit routes for players, coaches and volunteers 

• Assist in support school achieving targets, standards & recognition 

• CPD for teachers – courses & ideas from shadowing



What 
are the barriers & frustrations?



What are the barriers and frustrations?

• Schools / Partnership Development Managers not interested in tennis

• Lack of coaches in team to deliver after-school clubs

• Lack of coaches with the right skills to deliver in schools

• Facilities / Equipment

• Resources 

• Sustainability



Support
What can we do?



2008 / 2009:

• Tennis Development Manager support

• Tennis Resources – 40 new factsheets for School Club Links

• Working in Primary Schools 1 - day Coach CPD Module

• Primary Schools Teacher Training Package – Course/DVD/Equipment Pack

• Guide to Schools Tennis

• Cross Curricular Resource – Wimbledon

• Schools Tennis Road Show

• Schools Tennis Membership

• Schools Tennis Competition Guide

• Tennis Leaders Course – new modules - more accessible & greater variety

• Advocacy work with Youth Sport Trust & Government

• More support for Secondary & Special Schools next academic year

What can we do to help?
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